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Serving the Blueberry Industry of Washington




WASHINGTON BLUEBERRY COMMISSION
Olsen Bros Ranches
Grandview, WA

April 22, 2011
Chair Bryan Sakuma presiding.
In attendance were Julie Lott, Brandon Lott, Martin Olsen, Dereck Wilson, Bo Slack, Keith Oliver, Ty Powell, Mrs. Powell, Nathan Sakuma, Jason Don, Brenton Roy. 
Commissioners: B.C. Jackson, Lief Olsen, Bryan Sakuma, Matt Maberry and Rob Dhaliwal.
Chair Sakuma called the meeting to order at 11:09
Minutes were reviewed.  There was minor discussion about meeting contents. There were no changes. 
 B.C. Jackson moved to approve the minutes, Leif seconded the motion. Motion approved unanimously.

Alan provided a financial report…..

Alan described other commission’s reserve policies.  Brian requested that the Commission develop a reserve policy.   Rob Dhaliwal described WRRC reserve fund has been down to zero and goes up to $50,000.  Leif, Sakuma and Alan will form a reserve fund policy committee and will have a recommendation for the next board meeting.

B.C. Jackson moved to approve the financial report, Leif Olsen seconded the motion. Motion approved unanimously.

Alan provided a lengthy discussion on efforts to collect back assessments and in particular efforts to collect assessments from one grower in particular. 

Rob Dhaliwal made a motion to proceed with a settlement with Crystalview Farm as developed by the Attorney General, the Commission Chair and Commission Director.  If the settlement is not successful then the board authorizes the Director to pursue the matter via the WSDA hearing process and ultimate through the legal system.  The motion was seconded by Matt Maberry.  The motion passed unanimously.
There was a discussion of whether to have an executive session due to the concern whether the board     The board held an executive session to discuss the terms of the settlement prior to the vote.
Alan went over the assessment collection efforts as it related to assessments collected by a BC handler and provided to the BC Blueberry Council.  There was extensive discussion about what to do.  The consensus of the board was for the Chair and the Director to contact the BC Blueberry Council to further discuss this matter.
Bo Slack gave a promotions committee report.

Alan Schreiber gave a report by Brian Cieslar  on the Research Committee.
Alan Schreiber gave Darryl Ehlers’ food safety report.  
The Chair requested Eric Ponds, Chair of the Oregon Blueberry Commission’s Food Safety Report to discuss the Oregon blueberry’s industry efforts in food safety.  Oregon has a fund to reimburse growers for their certifications costs.  Peerbolt is doing an assessment of food safety research needs. They have an interest in sharing these results with the WBC and perhaps having WBC share with the cost of funding research needs.
The Chair directed the WBC staff to secure additional copies of the USHBC food safety manual.
The board recommended the food safety committee develop a policy on whether to adopt the USHBC food safety manual as the suggested minimum standard that our growers and handlers adopt.
Bryan Sakuma described a series of blueberry meetings that he had attended. The USHBC is doing some good research such as showing the positive impact blueberry consumption has on diabetes.  For promotion of blueberry there are new ads going out.
This summer the USHBC goes up for a vote on whether to continue the board The USHBC has a budget of approximately $3.0 million.  Most money goes for research on health effects of blueberries.  Bryan feels the USHBC has been a very positive force for the blueberry industry.  
International blueberry meeting.  The organization is trying to put together a board that represents all blueberry organizations in the world.  They hope this group can put together an assessment of the world blueberry production.  The USHBC would be the U.S. representative.  
World Blueberry Congress.  Meeting of fresh market blueberry representatives and was attended by between 100 and 200 people.  All of the major fresh shippers and foreign grower shippers were present.    Not sure if this meeting warrants continual Commission participation.  
Nathan represented the WBC at the NWSFRC trip to Washington, D.C.  With this year’s political environment, this year’s effort has been shifted from trying to secure new funds to prevent loss of funds.  We received $700,000 funds annually, plus $300,000 that is earmarked.  The earmarked funding is in jeopardy.  There are potentially some regional funds that may become available for increased research dollars for specialty crops.  Alan needs to contact Phil Gutt to hear about his Oregon berry trip to D.C.

 Oregon.  Korea wants two years of field inspections before shipping, Oregon has had a field trip to India.  Oregon wants to work together with WA on developing export markets.  We should work with USHBC.  The BC Council has export efforts targeting India.   

BCI proposal.  Alan explained the proposal from Bryant Christie International to provide MRL support. Sakuma requested that the USHBC put up the rest of the funds.  A proposal to spend up to $5,000 for the BCI proposal with the remaining $2,400 to be made up by a contribution from OBC, USHBC or exporting handlers.  
Leif Olson made a motion to fund the BCI proposal for up to $5,000 matching the WRRC support.  The motion was seconded by B.C. Jackson.  The motion passed unanimously.
Rob Dhaliwal made a motion to move $1,623 from the contingency fund to the industry outreach fund in support of the Small Fruit Workshop in December, 2011.  If there is a cost overrun, this cost will be evenly divided between WRRC and the WBC.  Matt Maberry seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Meeting was adjourned at 3.35
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