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WASHINGTON BLUEBERRY COMMISSION

Teleconference
June 30th, 2010
Vice-Chair B.C. Jackson presiding.

Vice-Chair Jackson called the meeting to order at 1:07pm.

Commissioners present: Margaret Tucker, Matt Maberry, Rob Dhaliwal, B.C. Jackson, Andy Enfield

Administrative Staff present was Alan Schreiber, Vanessa Algarin, and Aria Brookshire.

Guests present were Brian Cieslar
Approval of April 2010 Minutes

Andy Enfield made a motion to approve the minutes.  Matt Maberry seconds the motion. Motion passes unanimously.

Discussion – Board Vacancy
Alan Schreiber explained to the board that this meeting is the fourth missed meeting by Jim Lott, and that all attempts to contact him have been unsuccessful.  Administrative staff has been in contact with Brandon Lott, Jim Lott’s son, and Brandon stated that Jim Lott is no longer associated with the blueberry industry.
A review of the enabling legislation did not define what is considered a vacancy.  Margaret Tucker commented that this is an obvious vacancy and that we can declare it as such.  Alan stated that according to the enabling legislation, to fill this position, the Board can appoint a member into this position.  Alan recommends to the Board that between now and the October meeting we should find potential candidates to fill this position.  As of right now, there is no replacement or potential candidate lined up.  Alan also recommended that the replacement be a member from eastern Washington in order to give the Board regional diversity.  A question arose as to whether it was a requirement to have someone from eastern Washington on the Board.  Alan stated that it is not a requirement to have regional diversity on the Board.
It was decided that at this time a committee is not needed to find potential candidates for the vacancy.  Alan will contact potential candidates, preferably a commercial grower or someone engaged in the industry, and gauge the level of interest.  Margaret Tucker would like there to be multiple candidates for the Board to choose from, and would like a letter submitted by the candidates to the Board before the next meeting. 

Discussion – The Passing of Dorothy Andersen
Alan discussed the passing of Dorothy Andersen and her impact on Washington Blueberry Commission.  Flowers were sent to her funeral, and Alan plans on attending her memorial on July 17th, 2010.  Alan would like to call Jerry Andersen, Gus and Dorothy’s son, Glen Aldridge, and Mark Villata, to get information on Gus and Dorothy.  Alan would like to write up a blueberry biography on Gus & Dorothy and put it in the Newsletter.  The Board agreed that this was a good idea and for Alan to proceed with it.
Financials
Treasurer’s Report
Alan Schreiber stated that we are not a quarter of the way through the year. We have encumbered research expenses for 2008, 2009, and 2010. We have paid $1500 to the Small Fruit Research Center. This bill was supposed to be on the 2009 budget but for some reason the WBC did not get the bill until March 2010. The bill was recently paid but was for the 2009 budget. There will be another bill for the same amount coming to us in November, 2010, which we will need to pay.
Alan went over the financials line by line for each category. We have spent 29% of administrative expenses which was mainly spent on mailing. Travel; we are half way through expenses on commission travel.  Alan has split his travel costs between the different commissions when needed due to him attending to other business during his travels.   We have received the first bill for collection assessments from the Attorney General; we have spent a little over a quarter of our funds.  Alan stated that we are most likely to come in under budget, and would like to pull money out of the checking account to do another cd.  
Refund of some 2009 Assessments
Alan Schreiber reported that in 2009 a handler had overpaid their assessments by $6000.  This organization paid on gross pounds and not paid weight.  We received a total of $13,647 of assessment monies in 2010 for 2009 from this organization and refunded them back the $6000.
Andy Enfield made a motion to approve the Financials.  Rob Dhaliwal seconded the motion  – Motion passed unanimously. 

Collection of Past Due Assessments:
In regard to the grower that has past due assessments, Alan met with the grower in person.  The grower made an offer to settle, the offer was pennies on the dollar.  A letter was sent to the grower in attempt to collect the past due assessments and 30 days has pasted since then, and there has been no compliance.  Alan is to provide a written report to the Attorney General’s Office, who will further pursue this matter
Old Business
Promotional activities:
Delaunay Marketing/Communications has been working on WBC promotions.  WBC is giving Delaunay an additional $5,000.00 to do special promotion projects; this mainly involves blueberry promotions at SeaFair in Seattle.

Aria Brookshire gave a report on WBC promotions.  Farmer’s Market/Blueberry merchandising packets should be out in the mail to growers.  The packets include banners and a CD with readymade promotional materials.  The Superblues website has also been updated.  We have added new growers and updated information, while also giving the website a new look.
SeaFair promotions have taken a huge coordination effort by staff.  We have been having weekly teleconference meetings with Delaunay in order to ensure things will run as smooth as possible.  There are five events over a three week period where blueberries will be promoted.  Sakuma Bros. and Townsend Farms will each be donating 500lbs of blueberries.  Volunteers to help deliver the blueberries would be greatly appreciated, and free passes would be given out to the volunteers for certain Seafair events.  Andy Enfield wanted to know if quality specs were put into place for this event?  The concern is that poor quality may be given out to the public and someone may become sick.  In order to prevent any spoilage we are trying to keep the use of the blueberries to a 24-48 hour window.  This is why we would like to deliver the berries either the day of or day before the event to keep the cold chain.  Alan ensured that only quality product will be given out at this event and knows that Sakuma and Townsend will only provide quality blueberries. Quality specs will be added to our list of things to do on our next SeaFair meeting.  
We have completed two WBC newsletters that have provided information to growers and handlers on WBC events and projects, as well as providing industry information.

New Business

Election of Officers

Alan Schreiber gave the options to the Board regarding electing the Chair and Vice-Chair positions.  Alan gave the options of voting to keep positions the same, voting for new a Chair and Vice-Chair in October at our next meeting.  A question was posed as to if there were any indications that Bryan Sakuma did not want to stay in the position of Chair.  Alan said that Bryan has not expressed wanting to leave his position.  
Andy Enfield made a motion to keep the positions of Chair and Vice-Chair the same.  Matt Maberry seconds the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

Food Safety Committee and food safety programming activities

Food Safety Grant proposal: Alan Schreiber reported that the specialty crop grant proposal was submitted and made it through the first round.  It has been submitted for the second round and there will be a review panel meeting on July 1st in Cle Elum.  We should know how we are going to fair after the meeting.  The funding for this grant is spread across all berries; however blueberries and raspberries take up around 90% of the grant.  If we get the grant, work will start after October, although we can do pre-fund work before then.  This grant will be a large two-year, multi-commodity, multi-regional food safety push, that will help offset grower inspection fees.  Darryl Ehlers, who is the Food Safety Chair, contacted Alan to go over what can be done if we do not get the grant.  Per the conversation, Darryl and Alan will work closely on getting something going in regards to getting a Food Safety program in place just for blueberries.  
Administrative Report

Alan Schreiber reported that promotions has been taking up a lot of our time, we have been doing things for promotions almost every day.  Alan also sent out a letter of support to Dow for a stinger herbicide that is used on blueberries. 

 Putting together and distributing the newsletter has become costly, and our next goal would be to try to get it out electronically, this can save $1000.00 a year.  Alan brought up a policy issue regarding the newsletter.  Alan stated that companies have been contacting him with questions about being put into the newsletter.  These companies would like to communicate their services to the growers.  Alan wanted to know if he can put these things in the newsletter.  There were concerns that this sounds like free advertising, is it a product or service of value to the growers, what is the liability on something like this.  Andy and Margaret both thought that they can pay for an advertisement in the newsletter.  We can make money on the newsletter with advertising if it has value to the growers and we can control the content while the companies pay a fee.  The board would like more information regarding liability. Alan will check on other commissions and how they handle advertising.  Alan will respond to the companies that more research is needed before we make a decision.  The board will also like Alan to check on receiving funds outside of assessments.
	Rob Dhaliwal moved to adjourn the meeting. Andy Enfield seconds the motion

Motion passes. Meeting adjourns at 2:30 pm.


